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FRIDAY, MARCH 24, 2023

6:00 p.m.

AII Oxfor(l Conference £OI‘ tlle
Book Warm-Up Event

Celebration of Hubert Creekmore’s

The Welcome

Violet Vaﬂey Boolzs, 303 Main St.
Reception at Bozarts Gauery, 403 Main St.
Water Va”ey, Mississippi

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2023

1:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

UM Campus Slavery Researc}l TO'llI‘
Tour led 1oy Don Guiuory

Meets on the steps of the Lyceum facing

the Circle

Free and open to the pu];)lic

Tour of University of Mississippi
Museum

Tour led ]3y museum staff

Meets at the University of Mississippi Museum
Free and open to the pu])hc

OX{OI‘J Conference {OI‘ tl’le BOOIQ
Authors’ Party

Memory House, 406 University Ave.
(A(lvance Ticket Require(l)

“Reading Music”

Last of the Better Days Ahead

Charlie Parr, with Taylor Hoﬂingswor’th
Proud Larry’s, 211 S Lamar Blvd.

Free and open to the public
Cosponsored l)y Dial Back Sound

THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2023

9:30 a.m.

“Family, Migration, and Home”
Anjali Enjeti, Michael X. Wang, and Alejandro
Varela in conversation with Sheila Sundar
Overby Center for Southern Journalism

and Politics

University of Mississippi Campus

11:00 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

1:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

Welcome Lunch

Hosted 1oy the Friends of the Lil)rary
Axchives and Special Collections

J. D. Williams Library

(Lunch is ﬁee, but registration appreciated)

“NBF Presents: An Afternoon with
the National Book Awards”

Deesha Philyaw and Jona’c]nan Escogery in
conversation with ]erid P. Woods (Aleili Nzuri)
Archives and Special Collections

J. D. Williams Lﬂ)rary

“Redefining Approaclles to
Cultural Tourism”

Celia E. N aylor in conversation

with JO(ll Ripper

Overl)y Center for Southern ]ournalism
and Politics

“Southern Lit 101: An Artists’ Talk”
An Exhibition of Literary Quilts

Cathy Fussell and Fred Fussell

Southside Gaﬂery, 150 Courthouse Square
On the Oxford Square

“Poetry in the Gallery"

Reaclings })y Tarfia Faizuﬂah, James Hoch, and
Mahogany L. Browne, with Beth Ann Fenneﬂy
Southside Gaﬂery, 150 Courthouse Square
On the Oxford Square

Thacker Mountain Radio

and Book Signing

Nic Brown, Charlie Parr, and Tyler Keith
The Graduate Oxford, 400 N. Lamar Blvd.
Just off the Oxford Square

(Authors from Thursclays sessions will sign
books at Thacker Mountain Radio)

“Southern Lit 101: An Artists’
Reception”

Cathy Fussell and Fred Fussell

Southside Gaﬂery, 150 Courthouse Square
On the Oxford Square



FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 2023
9:00 a.m.

“Conversations with Friends

and Family"

Welcome loy Charles Reagan Wilson

Wayne F‘iyn’c and David Rae Morris in
conversation with Stephen Monroe

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

113 S. 9th St., just off the Oxford Square
Cosponsored i)y the Willie Morris Awards in
Southern Writing

“Church-ish: On Literature,
Blackness, and Christianity"
Welcome i)y Ka’chryn McKee

Khalisa Rae, Danté Stewart, and Chantal
James in conversation with Deesha Piliiyaw
St. Peter’s Episcopai Church

113 S. 9th St., just off the Oxford Square

12:00 p.m. “Poetry Talk and Lunch”
Mahogany L. Browne
Laiayette County and Oxford Public Li]orary
401 Bramlett Blvd.
(Lunch is iree, but registration appreciateci)

1:30 p.m. “The Violent Circle: The Art
of Crime Fiction”
S.A. Cosi)y, Megan A]Ji)ott, and Eli Cranor in
conversation with Ace Atkins
Lafaye’tte County Courthouse
On the Oxford Square

2:45 p.m. “Books i)eyon(l the Border”
Julién Heri)ert, Yuri Herrera, and Gabriela
Aleman in conversation with Boi)i)y Rea
Laiayette County Courthouse
On the Oxford Square
Cosponsored i)y the Southwest Review

4:00 p.m. Winners of the Willie Morris
Awards in Southern Writing
Welcome i)y David Crews
Adam Haver, Destiny O. Bircisong, and
Beveriy Lowry, with Derrick Harrieu, Monica
Lee Weatherly, and W. Ralph Eubanks
Off Square Books, 129 Courthouse Square
On the Oxford Square

5'15 p-m. All OXfOI'Cl Conference £01' tlle BOO]Q

and Willie Morris Awards Celebration
Reception and Book Signing

Reception hosted i)y the Willie Morris Awards
in Southern Writing

Off Square Booizs, 129 Courthouse Square
On the Oxford Square

(Authors from Fri(iay’s sessions will be

10:30 a.m.

available to sign i)ooies)

Special Events

Register ][or events online at
www.oxfora’conferencefortlzelmok.com/attenaZ.

UM Campus Slavery Research Tour
We(],nesday, March 29, at 1:00 p-m.

The University of Mississippi Campus Siavery Research Tour includes
information about the development of the antebellum campus and the
centrality of enslaved laborers in its construction and ciaily operation.
The tour is led i)y Don Gui]lory and meets on the Lyceum steps
facing the Circle. The tour is free and open to the pui)iic, but advance

registration is apprecia’cecl.

Tour of University of Mississippi Museum
Wednesday, March 29, at 2:00 p.m.

This is a tour of the University of Mississippi’s current exiiil)itions, led l)y
museum staff. The tour is free and open to the pui)iic and meets at the
University of Mississippi Museum. Advance registration is apprecia{tecl.

Oxford Conference for the Book Authors’ Party
Weclnesday, March 29, at 6:00 p-m.

Held at the historic Memory House on the University of Mississippi
campus (400 University Ave.), this much-loved opening reception
isa lively fundraiser with wonderful foo&i, drinles, and conversation
between fellow conference attendees and conference authors. This is a

ticketed event.

Tickets are $50 per person. Purchase tickets tlzrauglz the can][erence
website. A limited number of tickets will be available at the door.

Welcome Lunch
Thursday, March 30, at 11:00 a.m.

This box lunch in the J. D. Williams Library’s Archives and Special
Collections is hosted i)y the Priends of the University of Mississippi
Lii)rary. The “National Book Foundation Presents” session will i)egin
at 11:30 and will include National Book Awards shortlister Deesha
Piiilyaw, National Book Awards iongiister Jona’chan Escoiiery, and
iiterary influencer Jericl P. Woods (Alzili Nzuri). The box lunch is free,

but advance registration is appreciate(i.

Thacker Mountain Radio

Thursday, March 30, at 6:00 p.-m.

Thacker Mountain Radio will have a special QCB show at the
Graduate Oxford, just off the Oxford Square (400 N. Lamar Blvd.).

This event is iree, no registration necessary.

Poetry Talk and Lunch

Fri(lay, March 31 , at noon

Hosted l)y the Laiayette County and Oxford Public Lil)rary (401
Barmlett BlV(i.), this lunch includes a talk on craft i)y poet Maiiogany

L. Browne. The talk and box lunch are free, but advance registration

is appreciatecl.

9.00 p.m. Noir at the Bar
Rea(iings ]Jy Ace Atieins, S.A. Cosi)y, Megan
A]:»i)ot’c, Eli Cranor, and Tyier Keith
Music ]:)y Tear(irop City
Ajax Diner, 118 Courthouse Square
On the Oxford Square




Drew REILLY

Jimmy MENDOZA

The Pa rticipants

Megan Abbott
The Turnout

Bestseﬂing and award-winning author Megan Abbott is revered for her suspense writing that explores
the dark underbellies and competitive atmospheres of intimate, powertul, and vulnerable spaces tradi-
tionaﬂy reserved for women. She has been Worleing in the TV world for nearly a decade as a staff writer

for HBO's hit show, The Deuce and co-creator and co-showrunner of her own show, Dare Me, which
completed its first season on the USA Network and is now on Netflix internationaHy. With Dare Me,
she strived to make it a women-ted, women-centered show in all departments. Abbot is currently adapt—
ing her most recent book, The Turnout, as a limited TV series for eOne.

Friday, 1:30 p.m., Latayette County Courthouse
Friday, 9:00 p.m., Ajax Diner

Gabriela Aleméan

Fami/y Album: Stories

Gabriela Aleman was born in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. She received a PhD at Tulane University and
holds a master’s degree in Latin American literature from Universidad Andina Simén Bolivar. She
currently resides in Quito, Ecuador. Her latest book is Fami/y Album: Stories, translated from the
Spanistl tjy Dick Cluster and Mary Ellen Fieweger and putjtistled 13y City Ligtlts in 2022. In this col-

lection of eig]nt stories, she teases tropes of hardboiled detective tiction, satire, and adventure narratives
to recast the discussion of national identity.

Friday, 2:45 p.m., Latayette County Courthouse

Ace Atkins
ne Heatkens

Ace Atkins is the award—winning, New York Times tnestseuing author of almost ttlirty novels. Attzins,

a former SEC foothall player, started his career as a crime beat reporter in Florida before l)ecoming

a full-time novelist. Since then he’s written eleven books in the Quinn Colson series and several true
crime novels based on infamous crooks and killers. He was also chosen toy Robert B. Parker’s tarnity to

continue the Spenser series in 2010, actcting ten novels to that iconic franchise. He lives and works in

thord, Mississippi.

Friclay, 1:30 p.m., Latayette County Courthouse
Friclay, 9:00 p.m., Ajax Diner

Destiny O. Birclsong’
No[aoc]y 's Magic

Destiny O. Birdsong is the Fiction winner of this year's Willie Morris Awards for Southern Writing for
her debut book, No[ﬁody 's Magic. Her writing has appeare(l in the Paris Review Dai/y, A][rican American
Review, and Catapu/t, among other put)lications. She has received the Acad,erny of American Poets

Prize and the Richard G. Peterson Poetry Prize. Her criticaﬂy acclaimed debut collection of poems,
Negotiations, was longtiste(t for the 2021 PEN/Voelcker Award and was put)listle(t t)y Tin House Books.

Fri(lay, 4:00 p.m., Off Square Books
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Nic Brown

Bang Bang Crash

Nic Brown is the author of the novels In Every %y, Doub/es, and Floodmarkers. He is the fiction
editor of the South Carolina Review, and his writing has appeared in the New York Times and the
Harvard Review, among other pulalica’cions. A gra&ua’ce of Columbia University and the Towa Writers’
Worleshop, he served as a ]ol’m and Renée Grisham Writer in Residence at the University of Mississippi
and is now an associate professor of creative writing at Clemson University. His memoir, Bang Bang
CTGSZI, tells the story of his unusual journey from musician to writer, which enabled him to discover an
even greater life of artistic fulfillment.

T}lursday, 6:00 p-m., Thacker Mountain Radio, The Graduate Oxford

Ma}log’any L. Browne
Chrome Va//ey

Writer, organizer, vocalist, performance poet, and educator Ma]nogany L. Browne is an author of poetry
and fiction. Her YA poetry book Black Girl Magic celebrates a Black girlhood that is “free, unforgetta-
Me, and luminous,” while her children’s 130012, Woke Ba])y , is for all the littlest progressives who grow
up to change the world. Her most recent books include the YA titles me/ Moon and Chlorine Sky.

Her poetry collections are Chrome Va//ey, I Remember Death ]Jy Its Proximity to What 1 Love, Kissing
Caskets, and the NAACP-nominated c]nap]ooolz Redbone. She is the first-ever poet-in-residence at
Lincoln Center. She lives in Broolzlyn, New York.

Thursday, 4:30 p.m., Southside Gallery
Friday, 12:00 p.m., Lafayette County and Oxford Public Lil)rary

S. A. Cosby
Razoré/aale EGTS

S.A. Cosl)y’s new novel, Razorblade Tears follows the phenomenal reception to B/acktop Wasteland ,a
novel that reinvents and reclaims the southern noir narrative. From southeastern Virginia, Cosl)y now
resides in Gloucester, Virginia. His short fiction has appeared in numerous anthologies and magazines.
His short story “The Grass beneath My Feet” won the Ant]nony Award for best short story in 2019.
He is also the author of My Darkest Prayer and Brotherhood o/[tlze Blade. When he isn't craﬂing tales
of murder and mayhem, he assists the dedicated staff at J. K. Redmond Funeral home as a mortician’s
assistant. He is an avid hiker and is also known as one hell of a chess player.

Friday, 1:30 p-m., Lafayette County Courthouse
Friday, 9:00 p.m., Ajax Diner

Eli Cranor
Ozark Dogs

Eli Cranor lives and writes from the banks of Lake Dardaneue, a reservoir of the Arkansas River nes-
tled in the heart of True Grit country. His Criticaﬂy acclaimed debut novel, Don’t Know Euglz, won the
Peter Lovesey First Crime Novel Contest. In Cranor’s latest novel Ozark Dogs, Vietnam War veteran
Jeremiah Fi’czjurls takes over the care of his grandclaughter, Joanna, after his son is convicted of capital
murder. Jeremiah ﬁghts to protect her when the dreaded Ledfords—notorious meth dealers and fanati-
cal White supremacists—come to collect Joanna as payment for a 1ong—overc1ue blood debt.

Friclay, 1:30 p.m., Lafayette County Courthouse
Friclay, 9:00 p.m., Ajax Diner



OXFORD
CONFERENCE

LisBY LEWIS

CoLa CAsADOS

%Jé o,

David Crews

The Mississippi Book 0][ Quotations

David Crews is the clerk of court for the US District Court in the Northern District of Mississippi.
He has procluce(l and directed several (locumentary films, inclu(ling The 'ngllest ]OZJ, which won a
Southeast Emmy Award for best historical documentary, and Unrivaled , currently airing on PBS
stations. Crews is the author of The Mississippi Book o][ Quotations.

Fri(lay, 4:00 p-m., Off Square Books

Ruth Diclzey

National Book Foundation

Ruth Diclzey is the executive director of the National Book Foundation and has spent more than
’cwenty—ﬁve years Worlzing at the intersection of community l)uilcling, writing, and art. Prior to the
Foun(la’cion, she served as executive director of Seattle Arts & Lectures. A builder and believer in

l)ig (lreams, Diclzey has had the pleasure of lea(ling organizations in Wasllington, DC, New Orleans,
Cincinnati, and Seattle to (lrama’cically expancl their community impact. She was a 2017 fellow with
the National Arts Strategies Chief Executive Program and served as a juclge in fiction for the 2019
National Book Awards.

Tllursday, 11:30 a.m., Archives and Special Collections, J. D. Williams Lil)rary

Anjali Enjeti
Southbound: Essays on ]c]entity, Inheritance, and Social C}tange

T%e Partea] Eartlz

Anjali Enjeti is the recipient of the 2022 Georgia Author of the Year Award. A former attorney, orga-
nizer, journalis’c, and MFA instructor based near Atlanta, she is the author of the critically acclaimed
books Southbound: Essays on Ialentity, ]nlzeritance, and Social Clzange and The Parted Eartlz, both pul)-
lished in 2022. Her writing has appearetl in Ox][orJAmerican, The Bitter Soutlzerner, Poets & Writers,
Harper’s Bazaar, the Atlanta ]ouma/—Constitution, Publisher’s %ek/y, and elsewhere. In our current era
of great political strife, writings l)y Enjeti, a journalist and organizer, paves the way fora patll forward,
one where i(len’city drives coalition l)uil(ling and social cllange.

Tl‘lursday, 9:30 a.m., Overlay Center for Southern ]ournalism and Politics

]onathan Escoﬂery

]][] Survive You

]ona’cllan Escolfery’s debut story collec’cion, I][] Survive You, was longlis’ced for the National Book
Award for fiction in 2022. He is the recipient of the 2020 Plimpton Prize for Fiction, a 2020
National Endowment for the Arts Literature Fellowship, and the 2020 ASME Award for Fiction.
His fiction has appeare(l in the Paris Review, Prairie Schooner, and elsewhere. He received his MFA
from the University of Minnesota, is a PhD candidate at the University of Southern California, and a
Stegner Fellow at Stanford University. [][ I Survive You is his debut book.

Thursday, 11:30 a.m., Archives and Special Collections, J. D. Williams Library



MIKE STANTON

W. Ralph Eubanks

A Place Like Mississippi: A Journey tlzrouglz a Real and Imaginetj Literary LCH’IJSCGPQ
W. Ralpll Eubanks is the author of A Place Like Mississippi, which takes readers on a tour of the real and

imagined lanclscapes that have inspired generations of authors. This is a book that honors and explores
the 1an(lscape of Mississippi—and the Magnolia State’s history—and reveals the many ways this land-
scape has informed the work of some of America’s most treasured authors. Eubanks is the Black Power at
Ole Miss Facul’cy Fellow at the University of Mississippi’s Center for the S’cucly of Southern Culture.

Fri(lay, 4:00 p-m., Off Square Books

Tarfia Faizullah

Registers 0][ Eliminated Vi//ages

Tarfia Faizullah grew up in West Texas and gradua’ted with an MFA from Virginia Commonwealth
University. She traveled to Bangladesh ona Fu”aright Feuowship to interview the Z?imngona: a
Bangla(leslli name for the women sulajected to crimes against humanity in the 1971 Liberation War.
The interviews gave rise to Faizullah’s first coﬂection, Seam, winner of the Crab Orchard Series in
Poetry’s First Book Award. Faizullah’s second 1)0012, Registers o][ Eliminated Vi//ages, extends and trans-
forms her powen[ul accounts of Violence, war, and loss into poems of many forms and Voices—elegies,
outcries, self—portraits, and 1arger—scale confrontations with cliscrimina’cion, family, and memory.

T}lursday, 4:30 p.m., Southside Gal]ery

Beth Ann FenneHy

Beth Ann Fenneﬂy, a 2020 Acaclemy of American Poets Laureate Fellow, was the Mississippi poet
laureate from 2016 to 2021 and teaches in the MFA Program at the University of Mississippi. She
has won grants and awards from the NEA, the United States Artists, a Pushcart, and a Fuﬂ)right
to Brazil. Fenneuy has pu]Jlished three books of poetry and three of prose, most recently, Heating &
Coo/ing: 52 Micro-Memoirs, which was a Goodreads Favorite and an Atlanta ]ourna/—Constitution Best
Book. She lives with her hus]oand, Tom Franlelin, and their three children in Oxford, Mississippi.

Thursday, 4:30 p.m., Southside Gallery

Wayne Flynt
Afternoons with Harper Lee

Pulitzer Prize—nominated author Wayne Flynt is professor emeritus in the History Department at
Auburn University. He is the author of fourteen books. Part memoir, part biography, A][ternoons with
Harper Lee is a moving account of over a dozen years spent visiting with the enigmatic &oyenne of
twentieth-century American letters. From Alabama history and folklore to American literature to
everytl'ling in between, A][temoons with Harper Lee offers a fascina’cing, personal glimpse into the mind
that crafted one of our most iconic novels.

Fri(lay, 9:00 a.m., St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
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Cattly Fussell and Fred FuSSeH

outlzern Lit 101

Cattly Fussell has been a practicing fiber artist for more than tii'ty years. She has been sewing and
worieing with textiles since her eariy childhood in Buena Vista, Georgia, her hometown. Today, she
maintains a studio in Columbus , Georgia, where she specializes in maieing art quiits and related works
in fabric. Pred C. Fussell is an artist, writer, and documentary photographer whose work focuses on the
American South. He has written four ]Jooies, two major essays for The New Georgia Guide , and numer-
ous other print and online articles for local, regionai, and national put)iications.

Tllursday, 3:00 p.m., Southside Gallery
Tllursday, 7:00 p.m., Southside Gallery

Derrick Harriell

Come I<mgalom

Derrick Harriell is the director of African American studies program at the University of Mississippi
and the Otillie Sctiiiiig Associate Professor of Engiistl, African American Studies, and Creative
Writing at the University of Mississippi. He holds a PhD in Engiistl from the University of
Wisconsin—Milwaukee and an MFA in creative writing from Ctlicago State University. A two-time
Pushcart Prize Nominee, he is the author of four collections of poetry and was the Mississippi Institute

of Arts and Letters 2014 poetry award winner for his collection Ropes. His latest poetry collection,
Come Kinga’om, was put)iistie(i in 2022.

Fri(lay, 4:00 p.m., Off Square Books

A(],am Haver

“There Are Words That Conjure”

Adam Haver is the Poetry winner of this year’s Willie Morris Awards for Southern Writing for his
poem “There Are Words That Conjure.” He previousiy served as iiterary editor for the Salt Lake
Community Coiiege magazine, FOLIO, has been pui:)iisile(l in numerous journais, and enjoys translat-
ing poetry. He resides in Salt Lake City, Utatl, with his tamiiy. You can connect with him on Twitter:

@ac_tlaver.

Fri(].ay, 4:00 p-m., Off Square Books

Juiién Herbert
Bring Me the Head onuentin Tarantino

]uiian Herbert was born in Acapuico in 1971. He is a writer, musician, and teactler, and is the author
of The House of the Pain o][ Otlzers, Tomb Song, and, most recently, Bring Me the Head o][Quentfn
Tarantino, as well as several volumes of poetry. The antic and often dire stories in Bring Me the Head
o][ Quentin larantino, which was iongiisted for the 2021 Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in
Fiction, (iepict the violence and corruption that piague Mexico today, but ttley are also (ieepiy rumi-
native and iayere(i explorations of the narrative irnpuise and the ethics of art maizing . Herbert lives in

Saitiilo, Mexico.
Fri(lay, 2:45 p.m., Latayette County Courthouse
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Yuri Herrera

Ten P/anets

Born in Actopan, Mexico, in 1970, Yuri Herrera studied poiitics in Mexico, creative writing in El
Paso, and took his PhD in literature at Berieeiey. His first novel to appear in Engiisii, Signs Preceding
the Bnd o][ the World, was pu]oiisiieti to great critical acclaim in 2015. The book went on to win the
2016 Best Translated Book Award. Also, in 2016 he received the Anna Seghers Prize at the Aca(iemy

of Arts of Berlin for the 1)0(1}7 of his work. His latest book is Ten Planets. He currentiy teaches at
Tulane University in New Orleans.

Fri(lay, 2:45 p.m., Lafayette County Courthouse

James Hoch

Last Fawn Slzop in New Jersey
James Hoch is the author of Miscreants, A Parade o][Hanc]s, and his latest coiiec’cion, Last Pawn Sllop

in New Jersey. In this collection Hoch gives readers a iiear’t—iuggeci romp and a work of resistance, con-
versing with the interstices of pui)iic and personai histories and identities in the context of ecoiogicai
deterioration. A bare-knuckled argument for the sublime in the context of war and environmental (ieg—
radation, Last Pawn Sl}op asserts the reciemptive power of art as survival. Originaﬂy from New Jersey,
Hoch currentiy resides in the Hudson Vaiiey and is proiessor of creative writing at Ramapo Coiiege and
guest iacuity at Sarah Lawrence Coiiege.

T}iursday, 4:30 p.m., Southside Gal]ery

Chantal James

None but the Rigkteous

Chantal James lives in Wasiiing’con, DC, and has been pui)iisi’ie(i across genres—as a poet, fiction
writer, essayist, and book reviewer—in such venues as Catapu/t, Faste Magazine, Harvard’s Transition
Magazine, and others. Her honors include a Fuii)rigi'it ieiiowsi'iip in creative writing to Morocco and
a finalist position for the Alex Aﬂ)righ’c Creative Nonfiction prize from the North Carolina Literary
Review for 2019. Lyricai, riveting, and iiaunting from its opening lines, her new novei, None but

the Rigkteous, is an extraordinary debut that signais the arrival of an uniorge’ttai:)ie new voice in
contemporary fiction.

Fri(lay, 10:30 a.m., St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

Tyler Keith
The Mark of Cain

Tyier Keith was born and raised in the Florida pan]nan(ile. He moved to Mississippi at eighteen and
received a degree in Engiish literature at the University of Mississippi, where he studied writing under
Barry Hannah. He spent the next twenty years writing songs and playing in the bands the Neciz]oones,
Tyier Keith and the Preacher’s Ki(is, Tyier Keith and the Aposties, and Tear(irop City, maieing fourteen
albums and touring in the US and Europe. He later returned to the University of Mississippi and
carned a master’s degree in Southern Studies and an MFA in documentary expression. The Mark o][
Cain is his first novel.

Tliursclay, 6:00 p.m., Thacker Mountain Raclio, The Graduate Oxford
Friday, 9:00 p.m., Ajax Diner
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Beveriy Lowry

Deer Creek Drive: A Rec/eoning oj[Memory and Murder in the Mississippi Delta

Beveriy Lowry is the Nonfiction winner of this year’s Willie Morris Awards for Southern Writing
for her book Deer Creek Drive: A Reckoning o][Memory and Murder in the Mississippi Delta. She is

the author of six novels and four previous works of nonfiction. Her writing has appeare(i in the New

Yor/eer, the New York Times, the Boston G/obe, Vanity Fair, Ro//ing Stone, Mississippi Review, Granta,
and many other pui)iications. She has received awards from the National Endowment for the Arts,
the Guggenheim Foumiation, the Texas Institute of Letters, and the Mississippi [nstitute of Arts and
Letters. She lives in Austin, Texas.

Fri(lay, 4:00 p-m., Off Square Books

Pat Zietlow Miller

II’l OMT Garc[en

Pat Zietlow Miller is the first—gra(ie author for this year’s Children’s Book Festival. She has pul)lisiieti

eigilteen picture books. Her first iaooiz, Sopkie s Squasll, won the Golden Kite Award and an Ezra Jaciz
Keats New Writer Honor. Be Kind was on the New York Times bestseller list for ten weeks. From build-
ing the beds and pianting the seeds to the first giorious harvest, her book In Our Garden is the story of
a gar(ien—an(i a giri—in i)ioom, and what it takes for a new piace to iinaiiy feel like home. Miller lives

in Wisconsin.

Fri(],ay, 9:00 a.m., Ford Center for the Performing’ Arts

Stephen Monroe

Heritage and Hate: Old South Words and Syml)o/s at Southern Universities

Stepi'ien Monroe is chair and assistant proiessor in the Department of Writing and Rhetoric at the
University of Mississippi. He is an affiliated iacuity member in the Center for the S’cu(iy of Southern
Culture and a steering committee member at the Sarah Isom Center for Women and Gender Studies.
Monroe serves as director of the Willie Morris Awards for Southern Writing. He is the author of
Heritage and Hate: Old South Words and Symlao/s at Southern Universities.

Fri(lay, 4:00 p-m., Off Square Books

David Rae Morris

Love, Daa]a/y: Letters from My Father

David Rae Morris’s Love, Dac]aly: Letters ][rom My Father examines the complexities of fatiier-and-son
reiationsilips ti'lrougii letters and pi’iotograpiis. Mississippi writer Willie Morris wrote scores of letters to
his oniy son, David Rae Morris, from the mid-1970s until Willie’s death in 1999. At that same time,
David Rae was an aspiring pi’iotograpiier, and he i)egan piiotograpiling Willie. Togetiler tiiey narrate and

illuminate the complexities of one famiiy reiationsiiip, and how that love endures. David Rae lives in

NeW Orieans.
Friday, 9:00 a.m., St. Peter’s Episcopal Church



Celia Naylor

Unsi/encing S/avery: Te//ing Truths about Rose Hall Plantation, Jamaica

Celia Naylor isa professor in the Departments of Africana Studies and History at Barnard Couege,
Columbia University. In her latest 130012, Unsi/encing S/avery: Te//ing Truths about Rose Hall P/antation,
Jamaica, Naylor deftly guides us through the silences of the archives and unearths the names and

experiences of the enslaved at Rose Hall in the decades immediately before the abolition of slavery in

Jamaica. She then offers a careful reacling of Herbert G. de Lisser’s 1929 novel, The White Witch 0][
Roseka//, which gave rise to the myth of the “White Witch.” Unsi/encing S/auery: E//ing Truths about
Rose Hall Plantation, Jamaica is a co—pulalica’cion of Center for the Stucly of Southern Culture and the
University of Georgia Press. A native of Kingston, Jamaica, Naylor currently lives in New York City.

T}lursday, 1:00 p.m., Overl)y Center for Southern Journalism and Politics

Charlie Parr
Last o][ the Better Days Ahead

Charlie Parr is an American country blues musician. Born in Austin, Minnesota, he spent part of his
childhood in HoHandale, Minnesota, before starting his music career in Duluth. His influences include
Charlie Patton, Bukka White, Reverend Gary Davis, Dave Van Ronle, and Mississippi ]o]nn Hurt. In
his fiction del)ut, Last of the Better Days Ahead , readers are treated to a deep dive into the architecture
of a group of Parr’s songs on his newest al]ourn, also titled Last of the Better Days Ahead—a collection
of power£u1 songs about how one looks back on a life 1ived, as well as forward on what's still to come.

Wednesclay, 8:00 p.m., Proud Larry's
Thursday, 6:00 p.m., Thacker Mountain Radio, The Graduate Oxford

Deesha Philyaw

The Secret Lives o][ Church Laa’ies

Deesha P]nilyaw is the author of the debut short story collection The Secret Lives 0][ Church Lac]ies,
which was a finalist for the 2020 National Book Award for Fiction. The Secret Lives o][ Church Ladies
won the 2021 PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction, the 2020/2021 Story Prize, and a 2020 Los Ange/es
Times Book Prize: The Art Seidenbaum Award for First Fiction. The collection of stories explores the
raw and tender places where Black women and girls dare to follow their desires and pursue a momen-
tary reprieve from ]oeing good. Philyaw is the 2022-23 ]ohn and Renée Grisham Writer in Residence
at the University of Mississippi. P]nilyaw lives in Pittsljurg]n, Pennsylvania.

Thursday, 11:30 a.m., Archives and Special Collections, J. D. Williams Library
Friday, 10:30 a.m., St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

Khalisa Rae

Ghost in a Black Girl’s Throat

Khalisa Rae is a multi-hyphenate poet, educator, and journalis’c based in Durham, North Carolina.
She is known for her community activism and nonproﬁt management as the co-founder of Poet.she
(Greenskoro), the Invisikility Project, and Athenian Press-QPOC writer’s coﬂective, resource center,
and bookstore in Wlmington. Rae is the author of Ghost in a Black Girl’s Throat, her 2021 debut
book of poetry. The collection is a heart-wrenching reconciliation and confrontation of the living,
Lreathing ghosts that awaken Black women each &ay.

Friday, 10:30 a.m., St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
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]odi Slzipper

Behind the Big House

Jodi Slzipper is associate proiessor of anthropology and Southern Studies at the University of
Mississippi. She is author of Behind the Big House: Reconci/ing S/avery, Race, and Heritage in the

US South. In the 1)0012, Sizipper asks the question, “When residents and tourists visit sites of slav-
ery, whose stories are told?” All too often the lives of slaveowners are centere(i., olecuring the lives of
enslaved people. Behind the Big House gives readers a candid, behind-the-scenes look at what it reaHy
takes to interpret the difficult i'iistory of slavery in the US South.

T}iursday, 1:00 p.m., Overl)y Center for Southern Journalism and Politics

Danté Stewart

Shoutin’ in the Fire

In Shoutin” in the Fire, Stewart gives ijreatii’caizing ianguage to his reclzoning with the iegacy of White
supremacy—iaoth the kind that iiangs over our country and the kind that is internalized on a molec-
ular level. He uses his personai experiences as a vehicle to reclaim and reimagine spirituai virtues, like
rage, resilience, and rememi)rance, and expiores how these virtues migiit function as a work of love
against an unjust, unioving world. Stweart received his BA in socioiogy from Clemson University. He
is currentiy stuciying at the Candler School of Ti'ieoiogy at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia.

Fri(lay, 10:30 a.m., St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

Sheila Sundar

Habitations

Sheila Sundar is a visiting assistant proiessor of Engiisii at the University of Mississippi and author

of the iortiicoming novel Habitations. Her writing has appeare(i in the nreepenny Review, Crazyllorse,
Guernica, the Rumpus, the New York Times, the Bookends Review, and elsewhere.

T}iursday, 9:30 a.m., Overl)y Center for Southern Journalism and Politics

Sheila Turnage

T%ree Times LMCLy

Sheila Turnage is the iifth-gracie author for this year’s Children’s Book Festival. She grew up on a
iamiiy farm in North Carolina near Tupeio Lan(iing, where the Mo & Dale Mysteries are set, and a
couple hours from Hatteras Islanti,, where her book Island o][ Spies takes place. She decided to be-
come a writer in first gra(i,e, when she wrote her first story. She attended East Carolina University in
Greenviile, North Caroiina, and earned a (iegi‘ee in anthropoiogy. She has written books for a(iults,
poetry, magazine articles, but she says “writing for kids is the best.”

Friday, 10:30 a.m., Gertrude Ford Center for the Performing Arts



Alej andro Varela

The Town o][BalJy/on

Alejandro Varela is a writer based in New York. His debut novel, The Town o][ Bal)y/on, was pul)lished
ljy Astra House in 2022 and was a finalist for the seven’cy—third National Book Awards. The peop/e
Who Report More Stress is his second book. Varela was a resident in the Lower Manhattan Cultural
Council’s 2017-18 Worlzspace program, a 2017 NYSCA/NYFAArtist Fellow in Nonﬁction, and an
associate editor at Apogee. His gradua’ce studies were in pu]olic health. He believes strongly in repara-
tions, land Laclz, a national health service, and a thir’ty—douar minimum wage pegged to inflation as
interventions essential for the collective liberation of our society.

T}lursday, 9:30 a.m., Overl)y Center for Southern Journalism and Politics

Michael X. Wang
Lost in the Long March

Michael X. Wang was born in Fenyang, a small coal—mining city in China’s mountainous Shanxi
Province. He immigrated to the United States when he was six and has lived in ten states. He holds
a PhD in literature from Florida State University and an MFA in fiction from Purdue. His story
collection, Further News oj[De][eat, won the 2021 PEN/Robert W. Bingham Prize and the 2022
Great Lakes Coueges Association’s New Writers Award. It was also a finalist for the Community of
Literary Magazines and Presses Firecracker Award. His debut novel, Lost in the Long March, was
pul)lisllecl in November.

T}lursday, 9:30 a.m., Overl)y Center for Southern Journalism and Politics

Monica Lee Weatherly

It Felt Like Mississippi: Foems

Monica Lee Weatllerly was the winner of the 2021 Willie Morris Award for Southern Writing in
poetry for her poem “If T Had My Grandmama’s Praise” and is the author of the chapljoolz It Folt

Like Mississippi: Poems. She is a poet, writer, and professor of English at Georgia State University’s
Perimeter Couege in Decatur. Her work has appeared in a variety of 1i’cerary journals, including Tulane
Review, p/ainsongs, and Auburn Avenue, a biannual pul)lica’cion showcasing the intellectual and creative

voices O£ people O£ COlOI’.

Fri(lay, 4:00 p-m., Off Square Books

]ericl P. Woods (Alzili Nzuri)

A Black Man Reaa]ing

]eri& P. Woods, also known as Akili Nzuri, is a writer, educator, PhD candi&ate, and 1iterary influencer.
He was born and raised in Natchez, Mississippi, and survives on an unwavering commitment to ignite
a passion for reacling in you’ch. He also exists as a living testimony to the power of shared stories and
lznowing one’s self. He is the owner and creator of the website A Black Man Reac]ing, www.ablackman-
rea(ling.com, and the Instagram blog: @al)laclzmanreacling. He is also one half of the dynamic podcas’c
duo @Loolzsarepopculture, available for streaming on all services.

Thursday, 11:30 a.m., Archives and Special Collections, J. D. Williams Library



Center for the Stu(],y of Southern Culture

The Center for the S’cudy of Southern Culture, founded in the mid—lQYOs, is an educational
institute at the University of Mississippi in Oxford, Mississippi, and the first regional studies
center in the country. The Center’s mission is to investigate, document, interpret, and teach
about the American South ’cl’rrough academic inquiry and pul)]ications ; documentary studies

of ﬁlm, pl’ro’cography, and oral history; and pul)lic outreach programs. The inter(lisciplinary
Southern Studies facul’ty and the undergraduate and gradua’te degree programs are the core
of the Center’s work.

Over the last quarter century, the Center has become a focal point for innovative edu-
cation and research on the American South, s’treng’chening the University’s instructional
program in the humanities, promoting scl’rolarship on many aspects of southern culture, and
encouraging pul)lic unders’canding of the South as a diverse and complex place.

Children’s Book Festival

The 2023 Children’s Book Festival will be held Friclay,
March 31, at the Ford Center for the Perrorming Arts. The
festival serves more than 1,200
first- and {:ifth-graders from schools
in Lafayette County and Oxford.
Committees made up of local
school li]orarians, teachers, and
representatives from the Center for
the Study of Southern Culture, the
Lafayette County Literacy Council
(sponsor of the first grade), Junior
Auxiliary (sponsor of the fifth

grade), and Square BOOIQS, ]1‘. Cl’lOOSB
the ]300125 each year. The OX{OI(J.

Sheila Turnage

Winsor of the Newbery Honor Award

Conference for the Book then invites those authors to present
programs at the Ford Center to each grade.

The author for the first grade
this year is Pat Zietlow Miﬂer, and
the author for the fifth grade is
Shelia Turnage. Miller will spealz
to area {:irst—graders at 9:00 a.m.
about her book In Our Garden,
and Turnage will speale to area
{:i{;th-graders at 10:30 a.m. about
her book Three Times Luc/ey.

The Children’s Book Festival
is underwritten Ly the Elaine
Hoffman Scott Memorial Fund.

PAT ZIETLOW MILLER MELISSA CROWTON

INOUR
GARDEN

The Willie Morris Awards for Southern Writing

The Willie Morris Awards for Southern Writing
secks to honor rising authors and, l)y extension,
spreacl appreciation for contemporary southern liter-
ature. In the spirit of the awards’ namesalae, winning
authors address southern themes with an air of hope.

for poetry is Adam Haver for his poem “There Are
Words That Conjure.”
Mississippi author Willie Morris served as

the University of Mississippi’s Grisham writer-
in—residence from 1980 to 1991, where he

WILLIE
The Willie Morris Awards for Southern Writing are MORRIS stimulated students’ creativity and passion for
pleasecl to announce our winners, selected from hun- the written word. His own worles, notahly North
dreds of works pu})lishecl in 2022. Hear them read at AWARDS toward Home and My Dog Skip, reflect his

the conclucling session Friday, March 31 , at 4:00 at
Off Square Booles, with a book signing
and reception to follow.

The 2022 Willie Morris Awards
for Southern Writing winner for
fiction is Destiny O. Birclsong for
her debut novel, Nolmdy 's Magic.

This year’s winner for nonfiction is
Beverly Lowry for Deer Creck Drive:
A RecLoning ofMemory and Murder in
the Mississippi De/ta, and the winner

homeplace with both hones’cy and optimism.

Dave Williams and Reba White
Williams sought to continue Morris’s
tradition, aptly suited for the Oxford
DEER CREEK Conference for the Book. Since mov-

DRIVE ing to the University of Mississippi in
2019, the Willie Morris Awards have
become an annual event in’cegral to the
MURDER in the Oxford Conference for the Book and a
MISSISSIPPI
DELTA s’caple of the University of Mississippi’s
Department of Writing and Rhetoric.

A RECKONING of
MEMORY and

Beverly §
Lowry
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Celel)rating Writers
Their Books!

Support the Conference

Friends of the conference may choose to support loy either malzing a gi{:t to the conference’s general fund or ]oy directing their contribution

to the conference’s endowment fund. For questions, contact conference &irector, James G. Thomas Jr, at jgthomas@olemiss.edu.

General Fund The A]oa(lie Enclowment

We are proucl that the conference is free and open to the pul}lic. This An entlowment, started in the summer of 2011, honors retired Center
&oes, however, require ﬁlndraising in support of author travel, stipen&s, associate director Ann Abadie. Past and present members of the Center
venue rental, and the many other things necessary for planning a three- for the Stucly of Southern Culture’s advisory committee started the
c].ay-long event. Any amount helps in our mission to ]aring celebrated func]., and with encouragement from the Center’s partners at Square
writers to Oxford. Boolzs, many past participants in the conference made contributions

If you do wish to support the conference, visit oxfordconference- as well.
forthebook.com for information about online giving. If you prefer to Contributions to the endowment are very much welcome. Anyone
send a check, you may mail it to the foﬂowing address: The University interested in malaing a contribution can mail it to The University of
of Mississippi Foundation — OCB General Support, P.O. Box 249, Mississippi Foundation — Abadie En(lowment, 406 University Ave.,
University, MS 38677-1848. Qxforcl, MS 38655. Checks should specify that they are in support of

the OCB Endowment.

Make a Gift to the Oxford Conference for the Book

TITLE(S) NAME(S)
ADDRESS

CITY STATE 71P
E-MAIL

O I/we would like to make a contribution of §  in support of the conference General Fund.
O I/we would like to make a contribution of § in support of the Abadie Endowment Fund.
O I/we are enclosing a check for $

Please charge $ tomy O Mastercard O Visa O AmEx

Card Number Exp.

Signature Required

Please make checks paya]ale to The University of Mississippi Foundation and mail this form and payment to
CSSC/OCB ¢ PO Box 1848 ¢ Barnard Ohservatory * University, MS 38677

To give online, please visit oxfordconferenceforthebook.com
Appea.l: Program



The Twenty—N inth

Qxior(i Conierence ior tiie Booie

Center for the Stu(iy of Southern Culture ® Qxiorci, Mississippi

The Twenty-Ninth Oxford Conference for the Book is sponsored by the Center for the Study
of Southern Cuiture, Square Booies, the University of Mississippi Coiiege of Liberal Arts, the
Overi)y Center for Southern ]ournaiisrn and Politics, the Department of Writing and Rhetoric,
the Friends of the UM Lii)rary, the UM Lecture Series Fund, Laiaye’cte County Literacy
Councii, Junior Auxiiiary of Oxiorcl, Visit Qxiorci, Proud Larry’s, Ajax Diner, Southside Galiery,
Dial Back Sounci, Violet Vaiiey Booizstore, Southwest Review, and Thacker Mountain Radio.

The conference is partiaiiy funded i)y the University of Mississippi, the Willie Morris Awards
for Southern Writing, the National Book Founclation, the R&B Feder Charitable Foundation
for the Beaux Arts, and the Mississippi Humanities Council.
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‘Water Valley,
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SOUTHWEST REVIEW

For more information concerning the conierence, contact:

Center for the S‘cuciy of Southern Culture

The University of Mississippi
P.O. Box 1848, University, MS 38677-1848
te]epiione 662—915—5993 o e-rna.il cssc@oiemiss.eciu ° ox{orciconierenceiortilei)oolz.Corn

maly UNIVERSITYOf The University conlpiies with all appiicai)ie laws reganiing‘ affirmative action and equal

M I S S IS S I PPI opportunity in all its activities and does not inate t anyone protecteti ]Jy law because
5 of age, Cl‘t‘t‘LI, Coior, national origin, race, reiig‘ion, sex, iiatniicap, veteran, or other status.




