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FRIDAY, MARCH 24, 2023

 6:00 p.m.  An Oxford Conference for the 
Book Warm-Up Event
Celebration of Hubert Creekmore’s  
The Welcome 
Violet Valley Books, 303 Main St. 
Reception at Bozarts Gallery, 403 Main St. 
Water Valley, Mississippi

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2023

 1:00 p.m.  UM Campus Slavery Research Tour
Tour led by Don Guillory 
Meets on the steps of the Lyceum facing  
the Circle 
Free and open to the public

 2:00 p.m.  Tour of University of Mississippi 
Museum
Tour led by museum staff 
Meets at the University of Mississippi Museum 
Free and open to the public

 6:00 p.m.  Oxford Conference for the Book 
Authors’ Party
Memory House, 406 University Ave. 
(Advance Ticket Required)

 8:00 p.m.  “Reading Music”
Last of the Better Days Ahead 
Charlie Parr, with Taylor Hollingsworth 
Proud Larry’s, 211 S Lamar Blvd. 
Free and open to the public 
Cosponsored by Dial Back Sound

THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2023

 9:30 a.m.  “Family, Migration, and Home”
Anjali Enjeti, Michael X. Wang, and Alejandro 
Varela in conversation with Sheila Sundar 
Overby Center for Southern Journalism  
and Politics 
University of Mississippi Campus

 11:00 a.m.  Welcome Lunch
Hosted by the Friends of the Library 
Archives and Special Collections 
J. D. Williams Library 
(Lunch is free, but registration appreciated)

 11:30 a.m.  “NBF Presents: An Afternoon with 
the National Book Awards”
Deesha Philyaw and Jonathan Escoffery in 
conversation with Jerid P. Woods (Akili Nzuri) 
Archives and Special Collections 
J. D. Williams Library

 1:00 p.m.  “Redefining Approaches to  
Cultural Tourism”
Celia E. Naylor in conversation  
with Jodi Skipper 
Overby Center for Southern Journalism  
and Politics

 3:00 p.m.  “Southern Lit 101: An Artists’ Talk”
An Exhibition of Literary Quilts 
Cathy Fussell and Fred Fussell 
Southside Gallery, 150 Courthouse Square 
On the Oxford Square

 4:30 p.m.  “Poetry in the Gallery”
Readings by Tarfia Faizullah, James Hoch, and 
Mahogany L. Browne, with Beth Ann Fennelly 
Southside Gallery, 150 Courthouse Square 
On the Oxford Square

 6:00 p.m.  Thacker Mountain Radio  
and Book Signing
Nic Brown, Charlie Parr, and Tyler Keith 
The Graduate Oxford, 400 N. Lamar Blvd.
Just off the Oxford Square  
(Authors from Thursdays sessions will sign 
books at Thacker Mountain Radio)

 7:00 p.m.  “Southern Lit 101: An Artists’ 
Reception”
Cathy Fussell and Fred Fussell 
Southside Gallery, 150 Courthouse Square 
On the Oxford Square
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FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 2023

 9:00 a.m.  “Conversations with Friends  
and Family”
Welcome by Charles Reagan Wilson 
Wayne Flynt and David Rae Morris in 
conversation with Stephen Monroe 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
113 S. 9th St., just off the Oxford Square 
Cosponsored by the Willie Morris Awards in 
Southern Writing

 10:30 a.m.  “Church-ish: On Literature, 
Blackness, and Christianity” 
Welcome by Kathryn McKee 
Khalisa Rae, Danté Stewart, and Chantal 
James in conversation with Deesha Philyaw 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
113 S. 9th St., just off the Oxford Square

 12:00 p.m.  “Poetry Talk and Lunch”
Mahogany L. Browne 
Lafayette County and Oxford Public Library 
401 Bramlett Blvd. 
(Lunch is free, but registration appreciated)

 1:30 p.m.  “The Violent Circle: The Art  
of Crime Fiction”
S. A. Cosby, Megan Abbott, and Eli Cranor in 
conversation with Ace Atkins 
Lafayette County Courthouse 
On the Oxford Square

 2:45 p.m.  “Books beyond the Border”
Julián Herbert, Yuri Herrera, and Gabriela 
Alemán in conversation with Bobby Rea 
Lafayette County Courthouse 
On the Oxford Square 
Cosponsored by the Southwest Review

 4:00 p.m.  Winners of the Willie Morris 
Awards in Southern Writing
Welcome by David Crews
Adam Haver, Destiny O. Birdsong, and 
Beverly Lowry, with Derrick Harriell, Monica 
Lee Weatherly, and W. Ralph Eubanks 
Off Square Books, 129 Courthouse Square 
On the Oxford Square

 5:15 p.m.  An Oxford Conference for the Book 
and Willie Morris Awards Celebration
Reception and Book Signing 
Reception hosted by the Willie Morris Awards 
in Southern Writing 
Off Square Books, 129 Courthouse Square 
On the Oxford Square 
(Authors from Friday’s sessions will be 
available to sign books)

Special Events
Register for events online at  

www.oxfordconferenceforthebook.com/attend.

UM Campus Slavery Research Tour 
Wednesday, March 29, at 1:00 p.m.
The University of Mississippi Campus Slavery Research Tour includes 
information about the development of the antebellum campus and the 
centrality of enslaved laborers in its construction and daily operation. 
The tour is led by Don Guillory and meets on the Lyceum steps 
facing the Circle. The tour is free and open to the public, but advance 
registration is appreciated.

Tour of University of Mississippi Museum 
Wednesday, March 29, at 2:00 p.m.
This is a tour of the University of Mississippi’s current exhibitions, led by 
museum staff. The tour is free and open to the public and meets at the 
University of Mississippi Museum. Advance registration is appreciated.

Oxford Conference for the Book Authors’ Party 
Wednesday, March 29, at 6:00 p.m.
Held at the historic Memory House on the University of Mississippi 
campus (406 University Ave.), this much-loved opening reception 
is a lively fundraiser with wonderful food, drinks, and conversation 
between fellow conference attendees and conference authors. This is a 
ticketed event. 

Tickets are $50 per person. Purchase tickets through the conference 
website. A limited number of tickets will be available at the door. 

Welcome Lunch 
Thursday, March 30, at 11:00 a.m.
This box lunch in the J. D. Williams Library’s Archives and Special 
Collections is hosted by the Friends of the University of Mississippi 
Library. The “National Book Foundation Presents” session will begin 
at 11:30 and will include National Book Awards shortlister Deesha 
Philyaw, National Book Awards longlister Jonathan Escoffery, and 
literary influencer Jerid P. Woods (Akili Nzuri). The box lunch is free, 
but advance registration is appreciated.

Thacker Mountain Radio 
Thursday, March 30, at 6:00 p.m.
Thacker Mountain Radio will have a special OCB show at the 
Graduate Oxford, just off the Oxford Square (400 N. Lamar Blvd.). 
This event is free, no registration necessary.

Poetry Talk and Lunch 
Friday, March 31, at noon
Hosted by the Lafayette County and Oxford Public Library (401 
Barmlett Blvd.), this lunch includes a talk on craft by poet Mahogany 
L. Browne. The talk and box lunch are free, but advance registration 
is appreciated.

 9:00 p.m.  Noir at the Bar
Readings by Ace Atkins, S. A. Cosby, Megan 
Abbott, Eli Cranor, and Tyler Keith 
Music by Teardrop City 
Ajax Diner, 118 Courthouse Square 
On the Oxford Square
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Destiny O. Birdsong
Nobody’s Magic
Destiny O. Birdsong is the Fiction winner of this year’s Willie Morris Awards for Southern Writing for 
her debut book, Nobody’s Magic. Her writing has appeared in the Paris Review Daily, African American 
Review, and Catapult, among other publications. She has received the Academy of American Poets 
Prize and the Richard G. Peterson Poetry Prize. Her critically acclaimed debut collection of poems, 
Negotiations, was longlisted for the 2021 PEN/Voelcker Award and was published by Tin House Books.

Friday, 4:00 p.m., Off Square Books

Ace Atkins
The Heathens
Ace Atkins is the award-winning, New York Times bestselling author of almost thirty novels. Atkins, 
a former SEC football player, started his career as a crime beat reporter in Florida before becoming 
a full-time novelist. Since then he’s written eleven books in the Quinn Colson series and several true 
crime novels based on infamous crooks and killers. He was also chosen by Robert B. Parker’s family to 
continue the Spenser series in 2010, adding ten novels to that iconic franchise. He lives and works in 
Oxford, Mississippi.

Friday, 1:30 p.m., Lafayette County Courthouse 
Friday, 9:00 p.m., Ajax Diner

Gabriela Alemán 
Family Album: Stories
Gabriela Alemán was born in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. She received a PhD at Tulane University and 
holds a master’s degree in Latin American literature from Universidad Andina Simón Bolívar. She 
currently resides in Quito, Ecuador. Her latest book is Family Album: Stories, translated from the 
Spanish by Dick Cluster and Mary Ellen Fieweger and published by City Lights in 2022. In this col-
lection of eight stories, she teases tropes of hardboiled detective fiction, satire, and adventure narratives 
to recast the discussion of national identity. 

Friday, 2:45 p.m., Lafayette County Courthouse

Megan Abbott
The Turnout
Bestselling and award-winning author Megan Abbott is revered for her suspense writing that explores 
the dark underbellies and competitive atmospheres of intimate, powerful, and vulnerable spaces tradi-
tionally reserved for women. She has been working in the TV world for nearly a decade as a staff writer 
for HBO’s hit show, The Deuce and co-creator and co-showrunner of her own show, Dare Me, which 
completed its first season on the USA Network and is now on Netflix internationally. With Dare Me, 
she strived to make it a women-led, women-centered show in all departments. Abbot is currently adapt-
ing her most recent book, The Turnout, as a limited TV series for eOne.

Friday, 1:30 p.m., Lafayette County Courthouse 
Friday, 9:00 p.m., Ajax Diner
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Eli Cranor
Ozark Dogs
Eli Cranor lives and writes from the banks of Lake Dardanelle, a reservoir of the Arkansas River nes-
tled in the heart of True Grit country. His critically acclaimed debut novel, Don’t Know Tough, won the 
Peter Lovesey First Crime Novel Contest. In Cranor’s latest novel Ozark Dogs, Vietnam War veteran 
Jeremiah Fitzjurls takes over the care of his granddaughter, Joanna, after his son is convicted of capital 
murder. Jeremiah fights to protect her when the dreaded Ledfords—notorious meth dealers and fanati-
cal White supremacists—come to collect Joanna as payment for a long-overdue blood debt.

Friday, 1:30 p.m., Lafayette County Courthouse 
Friday, 9:00 p.m., Ajax Diner

S. A. Cosby
Razorblade Tears
S. A. Cosby’s new novel, Razorblade Tears follows the phenomenal reception to Blacktop Wasteland, a 
novel that reinvents and reclaims the southern noir narrative. From southeastern Virginia, Cosby now 
resides in Gloucester, Virginia. His short fiction has appeared in numerous anthologies and magazines. 
His short story “The Grass beneath My Feet” won the Anthony Award for best short story in 2019. 
He is also the author of My Darkest Prayer and Brotherhood of the Blade. When he isn’t crafting tales 
of murder and mayhem, he assists the dedicated staff at J. K. Redmond Funeral home as a mortician’s 
assistant. He is an avid hiker and is also known as one hell of a chess player.

Friday, 1:30 p.m., Lafayette County Courthouse 
Friday, 9:00 p.m., Ajax Diner

Mahogany L. Browne
Chrome Valley
Writer, organizer, vocalist, performance poet, and educator Mahogany L. Browne is an author of poetry 
and fiction. Her YA poetry book Black Girl Magic celebrates a Black girlhood that is “free, unforgetta-
ble, and luminous,” while her children’s book, Woke Baby, is for all the littlest progressives who grow 
up to change the world. Her most recent books include the YA titles Vinyl Moon and Chlorine Sky. 
Her poetry collections are Chrome Valley, I Remember Death by Its Proximity to What I Love, Kissing 
Caskets, and the NAACP-nominated chapbook Redbone. She is the first-ever poet-in-residence at 
Lincoln Center. She lives in Brooklyn, New York.

Thursday, 4:30 p.m., Southside Gallery 
Friday, 12:00 p.m., Lafayette County and Oxford Public Library

Nic Brown
Bang Bang Crash
Nic Brown is the author of the novels In Every Way, Doubles, and Floodmarkers. He is the fiction 
editor of the South Carolina Review, and his writing has appeared in the New York Times and the 
Harvard Review, among other publications. A graduate of Columbia University and the Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop, he served as a John and Renée Grisham Writer in Residence at the University of Mississippi 
and is now an associate professor of creative writing at Clemson University. His memoir, Bang Bang 
Crash, tells the story of his unusual journey from musician to writer, which enabled him to discover an 
even greater life of artistic fulfillment.

Thursday, 6:00 p.m., Thacker Mountain Radio, The Graduate Oxford
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Jonathan Escoffery
If I Survive You
Jonathan Escoffery’s debut story collection, If I Survive You, was longlisted for the National Book 
Award for fiction in 2022. He is the recipient of the 2020 Plimpton Prize for Fiction, a 2020 
National Endowment for the Arts Literature Fellowship, and the 2020 ASME Award for Fiction. 
His fiction has appeared in the Paris Review, Prairie Schooner, and elsewhere. He received his MFA 
from the University of Minnesota, is a PhD candidate at the University of Southern California, and a 
Stegner Fellow at Stanford University. If I Survive You is his debut book. 

Thursday, 11:30 a.m., Archives and Special Collections, J. D. Williams Library

Anjali Enjeti
Southbound: Essays on Identity, Inheritance, and Social Change

The Parted Earth
Anjali Enjeti is the recipient of the 2022 Georgia Author of the Year Award. A former attorney, orga-
nizer, journalist, and MFA instructor based near Atlanta, she is the author of the critically acclaimed 
books Southbound: Essays on Identity, Inheritance, and Social Change and The Parted Earth, both pub-
lished in 2022. Her writing has appeared in Oxford American, The Bitter Southerner, Poets & Writers, 
Harper’s Bazaar, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Publisher’s Weekly, and elsewhere. In our current era 
of great political strife, writings by Enjeti, a journalist and organizer, paves the way for a path forward, 
one where identity drives coalition building and social change.

Thursday, 9:30 a.m., Overby Center for Southern Journalism and Politics

Ruth Dickey  
National Book Foundation
Ruth Dickey is the executive director of the National Book Foundation and has spent more than 
twenty-five years working at the intersection of community building, writing, and art. Prior to the 
Foundation, she served as executive director of Seattle Arts & Lectures. A builder and believer in 
big dreams, Dickey has had the pleasure of leading organizations in Washington, DC, New Orleans, 
Cincinnati, and Seattle to dramatically expand their community impact. She was a 2017 fellow with 
the National Arts Strategies Chief Executive Program and served as a judge in fiction for the 2019 
National Book Awards.

Thursday, 11:30 a.m., Archives and Special Collections, J. D. Williams Library

David Crews
The Mississippi Book of Quotations
David Crews is the clerk of court for the US District Court in the Northern District of Mississippi. 
He has produced and directed several documentary films, including The Toughest Job, which won a 
Southeast Emmy Award for best historical documentary, and Unrivaled, currently airing on PBS 
stations. Crews is the author of The Mississippi Book of Quotations.

Friday, 4:00 p.m., Off Square Books
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Wayne Flynt
Afternoons with Harper Lee
Pulitzer Prize–nominated author Wayne Flynt is professor emeritus in the History Department at 
Auburn University. He is the author of fourteen books. Part memoir, part biography, Afternoons with 
Harper Lee is a moving account of over a dozen years spent visiting with the enigmatic doyenne of 
twentieth-century American letters. From Alabama history and folklore to American literature to 
everything in between, Afternoons with Harper Lee offers a fascinating, personal glimpse into the mind 
that crafted one of our most iconic novels.

Friday, 9:00 a.m., St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

Beth Ann Fennelly
Beth Ann Fennelly, a 2020 Academy of American Poets Laureate Fellow, was the Mississippi poet 
laureate from 2016 to 2021 and teaches in the MFA Program at the University of Mississippi. She 
has won grants and awards from the NEA, the United States Artists, a Pushcart, and a Fulbright 
to Brazil. Fennelly has published three books of poetry and three of prose, most recently, Heating & 
Cooling: 52 Micro-Memoirs, which was a Goodreads Favorite and an Atlanta Journal-Constitution Best 
Book. She lives with her husband, Tom Franklin, and their three children in Oxford, Mississippi. 

Thursday, 4:30 p.m., Southside Gallery

Tarfia Faizullah
Registers of Eliminated Villages
Tarfia Faizullah grew up in West Texas and graduated with an MFA from Virginia Commonwealth 
University. She traveled to Bangladesh on a Fulbright Fellowship to interview the birangona: a 
Bangladeshi name for the women subjected to crimes against humanity in the 1971 Liberation War. 
The interviews gave rise to Faizullah’s first collection, Seam, winner of the Crab Orchard Series in 
Poetry’s First Book Award. Faizullah’s second book, Registers of Eliminated Villages, extends and trans-
forms her powerful accounts of violence, war, and loss into poems of many forms and voices—elegies, 
outcries, self-portraits, and larger-scale confrontations with discrimination, family, and memory.

Thursday, 4:30 p.m., Southside Gallery

W. Ralph Eubanks 
A Place Like Mississippi: A Journey through a Real and Imagined Literary Landscape
W. Ralph Eubanks is the author of A Place Like Mississippi, which takes readers on a tour of the real and 
imagined landscapes that have inspired generations of authors. This is a book that honors and explores 
the landscape of Mississippi—and the Magnolia State’s history—and reveals the many ways this land-
scape has informed the work of some of America’s most treasured authors. Eubanks is the Black Power at 
Ole Miss Faculty Fellow at the University of Mississippi’s Center for the Study of Southern Culture.

Friday, 4:00 p.m., Off Square Books
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Julián Herbert
Bring Me the Head of Quentin Tarantino
Julián Herbert was born in Acapulco in 1971. He is a writer, musician, and teacher, and is the author 
of The House of the Pain of Others, Tomb Song, and, most recently, Bring Me the Head of Quentin 
Tarantino, as well as several volumes of poetry. The antic and often dire stories in Bring Me the Head 
of Quentin Tarantino, which was longlisted for the 2021 Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in 
Fiction, depict the violence and corruption that plague Mexico today, but they are also deeply rumi-
native and layered explorations of the narrative impulse and the ethics of art making. Herbert lives in 
Saltillo, Mexico.

Friday, 2:45 p.m., Lafayette County Courthouse

Adam Haver
“There Are Words That Conjure”
Adam Haver is the Poetry winner of this year’s Willie Morris Awards for Southern Writing for his 
poem “There Are Words That Conjure.” He previously served as literary editor for the Salt Lake 
Community College magazine, FOLIO, has been published in numerous journals, and enjoys translat-
ing poetry. He resides in Salt Lake City, Utah, with his family. You can connect with him on Twitter: 
@ac_haver.

Friday, 4:00 p.m., Off Square Books

Derrick Harriell
Come Kingdom
Derrick Harriell is the director of African American studies program at the University of Mississippi 
and the Otillie Schillig Associate Professor of English, African American Studies, and Creative 
Writing at the University of Mississippi. He holds a PhD in English from the University of 
Wisconsin–Milwaukee and an MFA in creative writing from Chicago State University. A two-time 
Pushcart Prize Nominee, he is the author of four collections of poetry and was the Mississippi Institute 
of Arts and Letters 2014 poetry award winner for his collection Ropes. His latest poetry collection, 
Come Kingdom, was published in 2022.

Friday, 4:00 p.m., Off Square Books

Cathy Fussell and Fred Fussell
Southern Lit 101
Cathy Fussell has been a practicing fiber artist for more than fifty years. She has been sewing and 
working with textiles since her early childhood in Buena Vista, Georgia, her hometown. Today, she 
maintains a studio in Columbus, Georgia, where she specializes in making art quilts and related works 
in fabric. Fred C. Fussell is an artist, writer, and documentary photographer whose work focuses on the 
American South. He has written four books, two major essays for The New Georgia Guide, and numer-
ous other print and online articles for local, regional, and national publications. 

Thursday, 3:00 p.m., Southside Gallery  
Thursday, 7:00 p.m., Southside Gallery
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Tyler Keith
The Mark of Cain
Tyler Keith was born and raised in the Florida panhandle. He moved to Mississippi at eighteen and 
received a degree in English literature at the University of Mississippi, where he studied writing under 
Barry Hannah. He spent the next twenty years writing songs and playing in the bands the Neckbones, 
Tyler Keith and the Preacher’s Kids, Tyler Keith and the Apostles, and Teardrop City, making fourteen 
albums and touring in the US and Europe. He later returned to the University of Mississippi and 
earned a master’s degree in Southern Studies and an MFA in documentary expression. The Mark of 
Cain is his first novel.

Thursday, 6:00 p.m., Thacker Mountain Radio, The Graduate Oxford

Friday, 9:00 p.m., Ajax Diner

Chantal James
None but the Righteous
Chantal James lives in Washington, DC, and has been published across genres—as a poet, fiction 
writer, essayist, and book reviewer—in such venues as Catapult, Paste Magazine, Harvard’s Transition 
Magazine, and others. Her honors include a Fulbright fellowship in creative writing to Morocco and 
a finalist position for the Alex Albright Creative Nonfiction prize from the North Carolina Literary 
Review for 2019. Lyrical, riveting, and haunting from its opening lines, her new novel, None but 
the Righteous, is an extraordinary debut that signals the arrival of an unforgettable new voice in 
contemporary fiction. 

Friday, 10:30 a.m., St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

James Hoch
Last Pawn Shop in New Jersey
James Hoch is the author of Miscreants, A Parade of Hands, and his latest collection, Last Pawn Shop 
in New Jersey. In this collection Hoch gives readers a heart-lugged romp and a work of resistance, con-
versing with the interstices of public and personal histories and identities in the context of ecological 
deterioration. A bare-knuckled argument for the sublime in the context of war and environmental deg-
radation, Last Pawn Shop asserts the redemptive power of art as survival. Originally from New Jersey, 
Hoch currently resides in the Hudson Valley and is professor of creative writing at Ramapo College and 
guest faculty at Sarah Lawrence College.

Thursday, 4:30 p.m., Southside Gallery

Yuri Herrera
Ten Planets
Born in Actopan, Mexico, in 1970, Yuri Herrera studied politics in Mexico, creative writing in El 
Paso, and took his PhD in literature at Berkeley. His first novel to appear in English, Signs Preceding 
the End of the World, was published to great critical acclaim in 2015. The book went on to win the 
2016 Best Translated Book Award. Also, in 2016 he received the Anna Seghers Prize at the Academy 
of Arts of Berlin for the body of his work. His latest book is Ten Planets. He currently teaches at 
Tulane University in New Orleans. 

Friday, 2:45 p.m., Lafayette County Courthouse
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David Rae Morris 
Love, Daddy: Letters from My Father
David Rae Morris’s Love, Daddy: Letters from My Father examines the complexities of father-and-son 
relationships through letters and photographs. Mississippi writer Willie Morris wrote scores of letters to 
his only son, David Rae Morris, from the mid-1970s until Willie’s death in 1999. At that same time, 
David Rae was an aspiring photographer, and he began photographing Willie. Together they narrate and 
illuminate the complexities of one family relationship, and how that love endures. David Rae lives in 
New Orleans.

Friday, 9:00 a.m., St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

Stephen Monroe
Heritage and Hate: Old South Words and Symbols at Southern Universities
Stephen Monroe is chair and assistant professor in the Department of Writing and Rhetoric at the 
University of Mississippi. He is an affiliated faculty member in the Center for the Study of Southern 
Culture and a steering committee member at the Sarah Isom Center for Women and Gender Studies. 
Monroe serves as director of the Willie Morris Awards for Southern Writing. He is the author of 
Heritage and Hate: Old South Words and Symbols at Southern Universities.

Friday, 4:00 p.m., Off Square Books

Pat Zietlow Miller
In Our Garden
Pat Zietlow Miller is the first-grade author for this year’s Children’s Book Festival. She has published 
eighteen picture books. Her first book, Sophie’s Squash, won the Golden Kite Award and an Ezra Jack 
Keats New Writer Honor. Be Kind was on the New York Times bestseller list for ten weeks. From build-
ing the beds and planting the seeds to the first glorious harvest, her book In Our Garden is the story of 
a garden—and a girl—in bloom, and what it takes for a new place to finally feel like home. Miller lives 
in Wisconsin.

Friday, 9:00 a.m., Ford Center for the Performing Arts

Beverly Lowry
Deer Creek Drive: A Reckoning of Memory and Murder in the Mississippi Delta
Beverly Lowry is the Nonfiction winner of this year’s Willie Morris Awards for Southern Writing 
for her book Deer Creek Drive: A Reckoning of Memory and Murder in the Mississippi Delta. She is 
the author of six novels and four previous works of nonfiction. Her writing has appeared in the New 
Yorker, the New York Times, the Boston Globe, Vanity Fair, Rolling Stone, Mississippi Review, Granta, 
and many other publications. She has received awards from the National Endowment for the Arts, 
the Guggenheim Foundation, the Texas Institute of Letters, and the Mississippi Institute of Arts and 
Letters. She lives in Austin, Texas.

Friday, 4:00 p.m., Off Square BooksSt
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Khalisa Rae 
Ghost in a Black Girl’s Throat
Khalisa Rae is a multi-hyphenate poet, educator, and journalist based in Durham, North Carolina. 
She is known for her community activism and nonprofit management as the co-founder of Poet.she 
(Greensboro), the Invisibility Project, and Athenian Press-QPOC writer’s collective, resource center, 
and bookstore in Wilmington. Rae is the author of Ghost in a Black Girl’s Throat, her 2021 debut 
book of poetry. The collection is a heart-wrenching reconciliation and confrontation of the living, 
breathing ghosts that awaken Black women each day. 

Friday, 10:30 a.m., St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

Deesha Philyaw
The Secret Lives of Church Ladies
Deesha Philyaw is the author of the debut short story collection The Secret Lives of Church Ladies, 
which was a finalist for the 2020 National Book Award for Fiction. The Secret Lives of Church Ladies 
won the 2021 PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction, the 2020/2021 Story Prize, and a 2020 Los Angeles 
Times Book Prize: The Art Seidenbaum Award for First Fiction. The collection of stories explores the 
raw and tender places where Black women and girls dare to follow their desires and pursue a momen-
tary reprieve from being good. Philyaw is the 2022–23 John and Renée Grisham Writer in Residence 
at the University of Mississippi. Philyaw lives in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Thursday, 11:30 a.m., Archives and Special Collections, J. D. Williams Library 
Friday, 10:30 a.m., St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

Charlie Parr
Last of the Better Days Ahead
Charlie Parr is an American country blues musician. Born in Austin, Minnesota, he spent part of his 
childhood in Hollandale, Minnesota, before starting his music career in Duluth. His influences include 
Charlie Patton, Bukka White, Reverend Gary Davis, Dave Van Ronk, and Mississippi John Hurt. In 
his fiction debut, Last of the Better Days Ahead, readers are treated to a deep dive into the architecture 
of a group of Parr’s songs on his newest album, also titled Last of the Better Days Ahead—a collection 
of powerful songs about how one looks back on a life lived, as well as forward on what’s still to come. 

Wednesday, 8:00 p.m., Proud Larry’s 
Thursday, 6:00 p.m., Thacker Mountain Radio, The Graduate Oxford

Celia Naylor
Unsilencing Slavery: Telling Truths about Rose Hall Plantation, Jamaica
Celia Naylor is a professor in the Departments of Africana Studies and History at Barnard College, 
Columbia University. In her latest book, Unsilencing Slavery: Telling Truths about Rose Hall Plantation, 
Jamaica, Naylor deftly guides us through the silences of the archives and unearths the names and 
experiences of the enslaved at Rose Hall in the decades immediately before the abolition of slavery in 
Jamaica. She then offers a careful reading of Herbert G. de Lisser’s 1929 novel, The White Witch of 
Rosehall, which gave rise to the myth of the “White Witch.” Unsilencing Slavery: Telling Truths about 
Rose Hall Plantation, Jamaica is a co-publication of Center for the Study of Southern Culture and the 
University of Georgia Press. A native of Kingston, Jamaica, Naylor currently lives in New York City.

Thursday, 1:00 p.m., Overby Center for Southern Journalism and Politics
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Sheila Turnage
Three Times Lucky
Sheila Turnage is the fifth-grade author for this year’s Children’s Book Festival. She grew up on a 
family farm in North Carolina near Tupelo Landing, where the Mo & Dale Mysteries are set, and a 
couple hours from Hatteras Island, where her book Island of Spies takes place. She decided to be-
come a writer in first grade, when she wrote her first story. She attended East Carolina University in 
Greenville, North Carolina, and earned a degree in anthropology. She has written books for adults, 
poetry, magazine articles, but she says “writing for kids is the best.”

Friday, 10:30 a.m., Gertrude Ford Center for the Performing Arts

Sheila Sundar
Habitations
Sheila Sundar is a visiting assistant professor of English at the University of Mississippi and author 
of the forthcoming novel Habitations. Her writing has appeared in the Threepenny Review, Crazyhorse, 
Guernica, the Rumpus, the New York Times, the Bookends Review, and elsewhere.

Thursday, 9:30 a.m., Overby Center for Southern Journalism and Politics
 

Danté Stewart
Shoutin’ in the Fire
In Shoutin’ in the Fire, Stewart gives breathtaking language to his reckoning with the legacy of White 
supremacy—both the kind that hangs over our country and the kind that is internalized on a molec-
ular level. He uses his personal experiences as a vehicle to reclaim and reimagine spiritual virtues, like 
rage, resilience, and remembrance, and explores how these virtues might function as a work of love 
against an unjust, unloving world. Stweart received his BA in sociology from Clemson University. He 
is currently studying at the Candler School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia.

Friday, 10:30 a.m., St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

Jodi Skipper
Behind the Big House
Jodi Skipper is associate professor of anthropology and Southern Studies at the University of 
Mississippi. She is author of Behind the Big House: Reconciling Slavery, Race, and Heritage in the 
US South. In the book, Skipper asks the question, “When residents and tourists visit sites of slav-
ery, whose stories are told?” All too often the lives of slaveowners are centered, obscuring the lives of 
enslaved people. Behind the Big House gives readers a candid, behind-the-scenes look at what it really 
takes to interpret the difficult history of slavery in the US South. 

Thursday, 1:00 p.m., Overby Center for Southern Journalism and Politics
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Jerid P. Woods (Akili Nzuri)
A Black Man Reading
Jerid P. Woods, also known as Akili Nzuri, is a writer, educator, PhD candidate, and literary influencer. 
He was born and raised in Natchez, Mississippi, and survives on an unwavering commitment to ignite 
a passion for reading in youth. He also exists as a living testimony to the power of shared stories and 
knowing one’s self. He is the owner and creator of the website A Black Man Reading, www.ablackman-
reading.com, and the Instagram blog: @ablackmanreading. He is also one half of the dynamic podcast 
duo @booksarepopculture, available for streaming on all services.

Thursday, 11:30 a.m., Archives and Special Collections, J. D. Williams Library

Monica Lee Weatherly
It Felt Like Mississippi: Poems
Monica Lee Weatherly was the winner of the 2021 Willie Morris Award for Southern Writing in 
poetry for her poem “If I Had My Grandmama’s Praise” and is the author of the chapbook It Felt 
Like Mississippi: Poems. She is a poet, writer, and professor of English at Georgia State University’s 
Perimeter College in Decatur. Her work has appeared in a variety of literary journals, including Tulane 
Review, Plainsongs, and Auburn Avenue, a biannual publication showcasing the intellectual and creative 
voices of people of color. 

Friday, 4:00 p.m., Off Square Books

Michael X. Wang
Lost in the Long March
Michael X. Wang was born in Fenyang, a small coal-mining city in China’s mountainous Shanxi 
Province. He immigrated to the United States when he was six and has lived in ten states. He holds 
a PhD in literature from Florida State University and an MFA in fiction from Purdue. His story 
collection, Further News of Defeat, won the 2021 PEN/Robert W. Bingham Prize and the 2022 
Great Lakes Colleges Association’s New Writers Award. It was also a finalist for the Community of 
Literary Magazines and Presses Firecracker Award. His debut novel, Lost in the Long March, was 
published in November. 

 Thursday, 9:30 a.m., Overby Center for Southern Journalism and Politics

Alejandro Varela 
The Town of Babylon
Alejandro Varela is a writer based in New York. His debut novel, The Town of Babylon, was published 
by Astra House in 2022 and was a finalist for the seventy-third National Book Awards. The People 
Who Report More Stress is his second book. Varela was a resident in the Lower Manhattan Cultural 
Council’s 2017–18 Workspace program, a 2017 NYSCA/NYFAArtist Fellow in Nonfiction, and an 
associate editor at Apogee. His graduate studies were in public health. He believes strongly in repara-
tions, land back, a national health service, and a thirty-dollar minimum wage pegged to inflation as 
interventions essential for the collective liberation of our society. 

Thursday, 9:30 a.m., Overby Center for Southern Journalism and Politics
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Children’s Book Festival
The 2023 Children’s Book Festival will be held Friday, 
March 31, at the Ford Center for the Performing Arts. The 
festival serves more than 1,200 
fi rst- and fi fth-graders from schools 
in Lafayette County and Oxford. 
Committees made up of local 
school librarians, teachers, and 
representatives from the Center for 
the Study of Southern Culture, the 
Lafayette County Literacy Council 
(sponsor of the fi rst grade), Junior 
Auxiliary (sponsor of the fi fth 
grade), and Square Books, Jr. choose 
the books each year. The Oxford 

Conference for the Book then invites those authors to present 
programs at the Ford Center to each grade. 

The author for the fi rst grade 
this year is Pat Zietlow Miller, and 
the author for the fi fth grade is 
Shelia Turnage. Miller will speak 
to area fi rst-graders at 9:00 a.m. 
about her book In Our Garden, 
and Turnage will speak to area 
fi fth-graders at 10:30 a.m. about 
her book Three Times Lucky.

The Children’s Book Festival 
is underwritten by the Elaine 
Hoffman Scott Memorial Fund.

The Willie Morris Awards for Southern Writing 
The Willie Morris Awards for Southern Writing 
seeks to honor rising authors and, by extension, 
spread appreciation for contemporary southern liter-
ature. In the spirit of the awards’ namesake, winning 
authors address southern themes with an air of hope. 
The Willie Morris Awards for Southern Writing are 
pleased to announce our winners, selected from hun-
dreds of works published in 2022. Hear them read at 
the concluding session Friday, March 31, at 4:00 at 
Off Square Books, with a book signing 
and reception to follow.

The 2022 Willie Morris Awards 
for Southern Writing winner for 
fi ction is Destiny O. Birdsong for 
her debut novel, Nobody’s Magic. 
This year’s winner for nonfi ction is 
Beverly Lowry for Deer Creek Drive: 
A Reckoning of Memory and Murder in 
the Mississippi Delta, and the winner 

for poetry is Adam Haver for his poem “There Are 
Words That Conjure.” 

Mississippi author Willie Morris served as 
the University of Mississippi’s Grisham writer-
in-residence from 1980 to 1991, where he 
stimulated students’ creativity and passion for 
the written word. His own works, notably North 
toward Home and My Dog Skip, refl ect his 
homeplace with both honesty and optimism. 

Dave Williams and Reba White 
Williams sought to continue Morris’s 
tradition, aptly suited for the Oxford 
Conference for the Book. Since mov-
ing to the University of Mississippi in 
2019, the Willie Morris Awards have 
become an annual event integral to the 
Oxford Conference for the Book and a 
staple of the University of Mississippi’s 
Department of Writing and Rhetoric.

Williams sought to continue Morris’s 

Center for the Study of Southern Culture
The Center for the Study of Southern Culture, founded in the mid-1970s, is an educational 
institute at the University of Mississippi in Oxford, Mississippi, and the fi rst regional studies 
center in the country. The Center’s mission is to investigate, document, interpret, and teach 
about the American South through academic inquiry and publications; documentary studies 
of fi lm, photography, and oral history; and public outreach programs. The interdisciplinary 
Southern Studies faculty and the undergraduate and graduate degree programs are the core 
of the Center’s work.

Over the last quarter century, the Center has become a focal point for innovative edu-
cation and research on the American South, strengthening the University’s instructional 
program in the humanities, promoting scholarship on many aspects of southern culture, and 
encouraging public understanding of the South as a diverse and complex place.
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Support the Conference 
Friends of the conference may choose to support by either making a gift to the conference’s general fund or by directing their contribution 
to the conference’s endowment fund. For questions, contact conference director, James G. Thomas Jr., at jgthomas@olemiss.edu.

General Fund
We are proud that the conference is free and open to the public. This 
does, however, require fundraising in support of author travel, stipends, 
venue rental, and the many other things necessary for planning a three-
day-long event. Any amount helps in our mission to bring celebrated 
writers to Oxford.

If you do wish to support the conference, visit oxfordconference-
forthebook.com for information about online giving.  If you prefer to 
send a check, you may mail it to the following address: The University 
of Mississippi Foundation – OCB General Support, P.O. Box 249, 
University, MS 38677-1848.

The Abadie Endowment
An endowment, started in the summer of 2011, honors retired Center 
associate director Ann Abadie. Past and present members of the Center 
for the Study of Southern Culture’s advisory committee started the 
fund, and with encouragement from the Center’s partners at Square 
Books, many past participants in the conference made contributions 
as well.

Contributions to the endowment are very much welcome. Anyone 
interested in making a contribution can mail it to The University of 
Mississippi Foundation – Abadie Endowment, 406 University Ave., 
Oxford, MS 38655. Checks should specify that they are in support of 
the OCB Endowment.

Make a Gift to the Oxford Conference for the Book
TITLE(S) _________________ NAME(S) _________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________________________________ STATE _____ ZIP _________________

E-MAIL _____________________________________________________________________________________

m I/we would like to make a contribution of $_______ in support of the conference General Fund.

m I/we would like to make a contribution of $_______ in support of the Abadie Endowment Fund.

m I/we are enclosing a check for $__________.

Please charge $_________ to my       m Mastercard          m Visa          m AmEx

Card Number ___________________________________________________________ Exp. _________________

Signature Required _____________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to The University of Mississippi Foundation and mail this form and payment to 
CSSC/OCB • PO Box 1848 • Barnard Observatory • University, MS 38677

To give online, please visit oxfordconferenceforthebook.com 
Appeal: Program

Celebrating Writers
  Their Books!&
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The Twenty-Ninth 
Oxford Conference for the Book

Center for the Study of Southern Culture • Oxford, Mississippi

The University complies with all applicable laws regarding affi rmative action and equal 
opportunity in all its activities and does not discriminate against anyone protected by law because 
of age, creed, color, national origin, race, religion, sex, handicap, veteran, or other status.

For more information concerning the conference, contact:

Center for the Study of Southern Culture
The University of Mississippi  

P.O. Box 1848, University, MS 38677-1848
telephone 662-915-5993 • e-mail cssc@olemiss.edu • oxfordconferenceforthebook.com

The Twenty-Ninth Oxford Conference for the Book is sponsored by the Center for the Study 
of Southern Culture, Square Books, the University of Mississippi College of Liberal Arts, the 
Overby Center for Southern Journalism and Politics, the Department of Writing and Rhetoric, 

the Friends of the UM Library, the UM Lecture Series Fund, Lafayette County Literacy 
Council, Junior Auxiliary of Oxford, Visit Oxford, Proud Larry’s, Ajax Diner, Southside Gallery, 

Dial Back Sound, Violet Valley Bookstore, Southwest Review, and Thacker Mountain Radio.

The conference is partially funded by the University of Mississippi, the Willie Morris Awards 
for Southern Writing, the National Book Foundation, the R&B Feder Charitable Foundation 

for the Beaux Arts, and the Mississippi Humanities Council.
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